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Subject /Grade Level: 11th grade United States History 

 

Overview:  Analyzing primary sources is an important component of study for historians and 

greatly furthers our understanding of historical events. During this activity students will read and 

carefully evaluate a primary source using the primary source analysis worksheet provided by the 

National Archives. 

 

Objective: Students will learn how to carefully analyze a primary source. 

  

Alabama Dept. of Education Curriculum Standard: 

IL (K-12)  1. The student who is information literate accesses information 

efficiently and effectively. 

 Recognizes the need for information. 

 Recognizes that accurate and comprehensive information is the 

basis for intelligent decision making. 

 Formulates questions based on information needs. 

 Identifies a variety of potential sources of information. 

 Develops and uses successful strategies for locating information. 

  

  

SS2010 (9-12) 

Contemporary World 

Issues and Civic 

Engagement  

5. Analyze cultural elements, including language, art, music, literature, 

and belief systems, to determine how they facilitate global 

understanding or misunderstanding. 
 

TC2 (6-8)  11. Use digital tools and strategies to locate, collect, organize, evaluate, 

and synthesize information. 

Examples:  

 locating—Boolean searches, graphic organizers, spreadsheets, 

databases 

 collecting—probeware, graphing calculators 

 organizing—graphic organizers, spreadsheets 

 evaluating—reviewing publication dates, determining credibility 

 synthesizing—word processing software, concept-mapping 

software 

 

  



Time Needed: One hour                

 

Materials Needed:   

 primary source analysis worksheet 

Primary Sources: 

The Gettysburg Address  

President Lincoln's 2nd Inaugural address 

President Kennedy's Inaugural address 

Letter from Martin Luther King written to W.E.B Dubois 

Heed Their Rising voices advertisement 

Wallace for governor pamphlet (1970) 

Freedmen’s bureau labor contract.  

Montgomery County slaveholder’s affidavit. 

Emory Folmar for governor flyer 

Letter to Mayor Emory Folmar from General John Roberts of the United States Air Force. 

 

 

Procedures:    

 Step 1: Introduce the lesson by explaining what primary sources are and how they differ 

from secondary sources. Also why they are important in studying history. 

 Step 2: Pass out a primary source to each student along with a primary source analysis 

worksheet. Allow students to individually read the source and complete the worksheet. 

   

Accommodations/Modifications: Students can be given extra time to work on the assignment if 

needed.  

  

Assessment:  Students should be evaluated based on the completion of the worksheet, as well as 

the level of thoughtfulness of their answers to each question. Students should also be graded 

based on how well they identify and understand key issues within their primary source as shown 

through their answers on the worksheet.  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.law.ou.edu/ushistory/gettysburg.shtml
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=25819
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=8032
http://okra.stanford.edu/transcription/document_images/Vol03Scans/180_19-Mar-1956_To%20W%20E%20B%20Du%20Bois.pdf
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/voices/id/3441/rec/1
http://digital.archives.alabama.gov/cdm/singleitem/collection/voices/id/3636/rec/2


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


